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The Role of Community Corrections in Addressing the Needs of Special Populations
Midterm Question: Analyze the role of community corrections to address the needs of special populations.
The American penal system continues to be overwhelmed due to instances of mass incarcerations and faulty judicial processes. One of the most recent measures to reduce the congestion in prisons has been the adoption of community corrections where formerly incarcerated individuals are released and supervised within their communities by corrections officials (Jiang et al., 2014). Nonetheless, some of these felons often require specialized assistance in fully rejoining the other members of society. Some of these individuals include senior individuals who may face various challenges due to their age, mentally disturbed individuals who often require psychiatric assistance, and individuals convicted of sex-related crimes who are often harshly judged by society and are therefore exposed to unfair treatment. In an attempt to assist these individuals in being accepted and fairly treated by their communities, community corrections officials have been essential in mediating the inclusion of these individuals in normal communal activities. Nonetheless, various additional measures can be taken to adequately address the needs of these categories of offenders.
Senior citizens are becoming more commonplace in corrective facilities due to being awarded lengthy jail terms. Due to physiological processes, senior individuals often suffer from disease complications, chronic conditions, and comorbidities (Lutze et al., 2012). Furthermore, most of them suffer from multiple simultaneous complications which require multidisciplinary medical teams to fully cater to their needs. Such situations can be worsened by an inability to afford such medical care since they cannot acquire meaningful employment at their age. Also, some of them lack assistance from their next of kin who may have died or severed connections while they were incarcerated. Community corrections, therefore, have to avail multidisciplinary medical teams for these seniors, or at least identify ways through which they can subsidize the medical costs for these individuals (Lutze et al., 2012). Additionally, they can look for community volunteers who are willing to assist the elderly and offer some form of compensation for these volunteers. Also, community corrections can assist the seniors in searching for their relatives.
Offenders with mental disorders also have various special needs that are often neglected by community corrections officials. For starters, most of these officials have inadequate knowledge about the mental illnesses affecting these individuals or have certain misconceptions about them which may add to their uncertainty regarding how to handle the mentally disturbed individuals (Lutze et al, 2012). This uncertainty may also add to doubts regarding whether mentally disturbed individuals can safely coexist with the other members of society. Nonetheless, community corrections have to enable these individuals to access prompt psychiatric help. Furthermore, they can enhance community awareness regarding mentally disturbed individuals through forums such as community-wide seminars and informal meetings. By increasing the community’s knowledge on mental illnesses, they will prepare other members of society to openly receive the mentally disturbed as they try to reintegrate back into society. Moreover, they can liaise with advocacy groups concerned with the needs of mentally ill members of society to acquire more funding for psychiatric and medical assistance to this population.
Individuals incarcerated for sex-related crimes are also frequently mistreated by society due to the nature of their crimes. Community corrections can avail behavioral therapy services for these individuals (Lutze et al., 2012). These services can be essential in utilizing psychiatric techniques of initiating the appropriate behavioral changes among these individuals to prevent future offenses. Furthermore, corrections officials can identify other similar offenders in the same community and create an accountability initiative where these individuals can check on each other and offer advice and mentorship amongst themselves. The community corrections officials can use these groups to monitor the progress made by these offenders in altering their habits and reintegrating back into society. Additionally, the relatives and neighbors of these offenders can be used to monitor them. Since they may have a hard time acquiring meaningful employment, corrections officials can also endorse their job applications.
Consequently, community corrections can be essential in assisting the American penal system in the rehabilitation of offenders into society. However, individuals with special needs often pose various challenges to the community corrections officials, such as the health and disability associated with senior offenders. Furthermore, mentally disturbed offenders can be wrongly dealt with due to a lack of knowledge regarding their disturbances. Similarly, individuals incarcerated for sex-related crimes are often harshly treated by society. As such, community corrections need to respond to the needs of these groups, such as by availing medical and psychiatric amenities. Additionally, enhancing community awareness can help eliminate misconceptions about these groups and facilitate open reception back into society. Also, the officials can involve other members of society through volunteering and community supervision. These will adequately address the needs of these individuals while allowing them to be easily accepted back into society.
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